Best Practices for
Egg Production in
non-cage systems
Pilot project to support the transition to cage-free
systems for laying hens in the EU

About
the Project
To support egg production in non-cage systems and to improve
animal welfare, a consortium consisting of 7 partners will develop
Best Practices for Non-cage Egg Production Systems as a
European Commission, DG SANTE pilot project.
These Best Practices will provide practical support to egg
producers to encourage them convert from cage systems to noncage systems, including organic production.

— This pilot project has started in May 2021 and will finish in
May 2023.

The Objectives
01

To help egg producers meet market demand by providing practical guidance on
how to transition to alternative higher welfare non-cage systems.

02

To prepare and provide practical support to egg producers to encourage them
convert from cage sy tems to non-cage systems. This applies to both the
rearing of laying hens and the keeping of laying hens in the production period.

03

To ensure a wide dissemination of the information collected in the best
practices through the development of communication materials.

04

To organise dissemination events targeting Member States with a high
percentage of cage systems to increase the application of cage-free housing
system in the target Member States (Spain, Poland, Portugal and Belgium).

Best Practices for Egg Production in non-cage systems
Pilot project to support the transition to cage-free systems for laying hens in the EU

State
of play

Countries with

high % non-cage
Germany
France
Austria
Partner
countries:

Countries with

low % non-cage
Portugal

Housing
Management
Environmental issues
Legislation
Economics

Local market situation
Environmental issues
Legislation
Economics

Subtask 2.1

Subtask 2.2

STATE OF
THE PLAY

LOCAL
SITUATION

Partner
countries:
»» Spain
»» Belgium
»» Poland

»» Netherlands
»» Denmark

Task 3

Task 5

Task 4

»» Indicators animal welfare
»» Organic egg production

»» Dissemination

Best
practices

Task 4

Task 4

»» Stakeholders consultation

»» Stakeholders consultation

The state of play will be formulated based on information from
countries where a high % of birds is already kept in non-cage
systems (The Netherlands, Denmark, Germany, France and
Austria).
Further, information regarding the local situation and opportunities and challenges for the switch to non-cage systems are
collected in the target countries that currently have a low %
of non-cage systems (Spain, Portugal, Belgium and Poland).
Together, this information will be used to formulate best practices that fit with both sources of information.

Best practices will be
refined in consultation
with stakeholders
and finally they will
be disseminated in
the countries with a
low % of non-cage
system and at a large
international industry
meeting in Brussels.

Follow our activities and contact us on:

facebook bestpracticehens
twitter @BestHens
linkedin bestpracticehens
web www.bestpracticehens.eu
Partners:

